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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RUBÉN HINOJOSA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 22, 2000 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, last Tuesday 
was the Democratic primary in Texas and be-
cause of that and other commitments I had 
made in my congressional district, I was not 
here in Washington the remainder of the 
week. This resulted in my missing several roll-
call votes. Had I been present I would have 
voted as follows: 

Rollcall No. 46, on a motion to suspend the 
rules and pass H.R. 3699, designating the 
Joel T. Broyhill Post Office Building—‘‘yea’’; 

Rollcall No. 47, on a motion to suspend the 
rules and pass H.R. 3701, designating the Jo-
seph L. Fisher Post Office Building—‘‘yea’’; 

Rollcall No. 48, on agreeing to the con-
ference report on H.R. 1000, Wendell H. Ford 
Aviation Investment and Reform Act for the 
21st Century—‘‘yea’’ 

Rollcall No. 49, on passage of H.R. 3843, 
Small Business Authorization Act—‘‘yea’’; 

Rollcall No. 50, on motion to instruct con-
ferees on H.R. 1501, Juvenile Justice Act— 
‘‘yea’’; 

Rollcall No. 51, on agreeing to H. Res. 441, 
providing for consideration of H.R. 2372, Pri-
vate Property Rights Implementation Act of 
2000—‘‘yea’’; 

Rollcall No. 52, on agreeing to the Watt of 
North Carolina amendment to H.R. 2372, Pri-
vate Property Rights Implementation Act of 
2000—‘‘aye’’; 

Rollcall No. 53, on agreeing to the Boehlert 
of New York substitute amendment to H.R. 
2372, Private Property Rights Implementation 
Act of 2000—‘‘no’’; 

Rollcall No. 54, on motion to recommit H.R. 
2372, Private Property Rights Implementation 
Act of 2000—‘‘no’’; 

Rollcall No. 55, on passage of H.R. 2372, 
Private Property Rights Implementation Act of 
2000—‘‘yea’’. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 4053, THE 
UNITED STATES-SOUTHEASTERN 
EUROPE DEMOCRATIZATION AND 
BURDENSHARING ACT OF 2000 

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 22, 2000 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am today intro-
ducing H.R. 4053, the United States-South-
eastern Europe Democratization and 
Burdensharing Act of 2000, a measure that 
authorizes continued assistance for political 
and economic reforms in the states of South-
eastern Europe for fiscal year 2001 under the 
Foreign Assistance Act and the Support for 
East European Democracy Act of 1989 and 
that provides certain guidelines for such as-
sistance and related assistance to that region. 

While supporting continued United States 
assistance for the countries of Southeast Eu-
rope, this measure makes it clear that no 
United States bilateral assistance, other than 

that provided for democratization and humani-
tarian purposes, may be provided to the Re-
public of Serbia until the character of its gov-
ernment has changed. It does, however, en-
sure that aid may proceed to the region of 
Kosovo. It also authorizes a special program 
to assist the democratic opposition throughout 
Serbia and the Republic of Montenegro, pro-
viding for $42 million in fiscal year 2001 for 
that purpose alone. This measure also en-
sures that at least $55 million will be provided 
for economic and political reforms in the Re-
public of Montenegro in fiscal year 2001 in 
recognition of the increasingly positive efforts 
the Government of Montenegro has taken in 
support of democracy, peace, and stability in 
the Balkans region. 

H.R. 4053 indeed provides some important 
limitations on United States assistance to 
Southeastern Europe. In addition to prohibiting 
bilateral assistance for economic reforms in 
the Republic of Serbia until the character of its 
government has changed for the better, it re-
quires that assistance for democratization in 
Serbia not be channeled through the Serbian 
Government or through those individuals who 
do not subscribe to effective measures to en-
sure truly democratic government in Serbia. It 
also sets forth United States policy regarding 
the apprehension and trial of suspected war 
criminals, such as Slobodan Milosevic. 

Mr. Speaker, this measure also takes an im-
portant step in recognizing that, while the 
United States has and will continue to provide 
considerable aid to the states of Southeastern 
Europe, the predominant burden in that region 
must be upheld by our friends and allies in 
Europe. The United States is facing increasing 
burdens in our efforts to fight drugs and ter-
rorism in Colombia, to support the peace proc-
ess in the Middle East, and to fight the pro-
liferation of technology related to weapons of 
mass destruction. Our military forces are also 
stretched thin, with peacekeeping missions in 
the Balkans adding to that strain. This meas-
ure would therefore limit United States bilat-
eral assistance to the countries and region of 
Southeastern Europe to a certain percent-
age—15 percent—of the total aid provided by 
the European Union under the Stability Pact 
for Southeastern Europe or under any other 
such multilateral aid program for that region. 
Such a cap, while ensuring that United States 
assistance will continue, will also ensure that 
the European Union and other donors take the 
lead in this region of Europe. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to be joined by 
several members of the International Relations 
Committee in introducing this important legis-
lation, including Congressman CHRIS SMITH, 
Congressman BEREUTER, Congresswoman 
ROS-LEHTINEN, Congressman ROHRABACHER, 
Congressman GOODLING, Congressman HYDE, 
Congressman GILLMOR, Congressman 
MCHUGH, Congressman MANZULLO, Congress-
man RADANOVICH, and Congressman 
COOKSEY. Congressmen BILL YOUNG, DELAY, 
SPENCE, DOOLITTLE, SOUDER, MICA, and TRAFI-
CANT are also sponsors of this measure, and 
I am hopeful that it will gain the support of 
other of our colleagues as well. 

HONORING DR. VELMA 
BACKSTROM SAIRE 

HON. BUD SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 22, 2000 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to honor Dr. Velma 
Backstrom Saire for her distinguished career 
in education, and especially for her being 
named as this year’s Distinguished Woman in 
Education by the University of Pittsburgh. 

Dr. Saire will be concluding 45 years as a 
public educator when she retires this June 
from her position as Assistant Superintendent 
for the Quaker Valley School District in 
Sewickley, PA. Her professional career in-
cludes experience as a Restructuring Spe-
cialist for the Mon Valley Education Consor-
tium and service in school districts in Pennsyl-
vania, Ohio, Indiana, California, New Hamp-
shire, and Connecticut as an elementary 
teacher and principal, special education teach-
er, director of the Allegheny County Schools 
Child Development Centers, central office ad-
ministrator, middle school and high school 
principal, and part-time university instructor. 
She counts her experience as one of the de-
velopers of the Model School in McKeesport in 
the late 60’s and early 70’s, as the ‘‘Camelot 
of her career.’’ She has been a consultant and 
workshop leader at professional meetings 
throughout the nation on a number of topics 
related to curriculum and supervision. Since 
Carnegie Mellon University’s John Heinz 
School of Policy and Management’s Edu-
cational Leadership program’s inception 10 
years ago, she has been an adjunct professor 
where she helps prepare future school admin-
istrators. She notes that she will continue to 
do this after her retirement. 

Both high schools she led were designated 
as Blue Ribbon Schools by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, recognizing them as exem-
plary schools along with the other 100 top 
schools selected each year. She has served 
as a site visitor for this program and as a 
reader for the U.S. Department of Education’s 
National Dissemination Network. In 1992, she 
received the Educational Leadership Award 
from the University of Pittsburgh’s Tri-State 
Study Council. In 1989, the Connecticut Asso-
ciation of Supervision and Curriculum Devel-
opment designated her as one of three final-
ists for their Educational Leader of the Year 
Award. As a Connecticut high school principal, 
she was one of 25 public school educators se-
lected for membership in the prestigious 100- 
member Headmasters Association, a group in 
which she continues to hold membership as 
an honorary member. 

A graduate of Glassport Jr.-Sr. High School, 
she is cum laude graduate of the University of 
Pittsburgh where she received a B.S. in Ele-
mentary Education, her M.Ed. in School Ad-
ministration in 1967, and her Ed.D. in Adminis-
tration in 1973. 

She serves her local church as Chairman of 
the Council on Ministries, Chairman of the Me-
morial Endowment Fund, and is a member of 
the Administrative Board. She is on the 
Sewickley Public Library’s Board of Trustees. 

On a personal note, it is a special pleasure 
for me to recognize this distinguished woman 
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